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House of Representatives

The House met at noon and was
called to order by the Speaker pro tem-
pore (Mr. BROOKS of Alabama).

———

DESIGNATION OF SPEAKER PRO
TEMPORE

The SPEAKER pro tempore laid be-
fore the House the following commu-
nication from the Speaker:

WASHINGTON, DC,
April 18, 2016.

I hereby appoint the Honorable MO BROOKS

to act as Speaker pro tempore on this day.
PAUL D. RYAN,
Speaker of the House of Representatives.

——————

MORNING-HOUR DEBATE

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to the order of the House of Janu-
ary 5, 2016, the Chair would now recog-
nize Members from lists submitted by
the majority and minority leaders for
morning-hour debate.

————

RECESS

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to clause 12(a) of rule I, the Chair
declares the House in recess until 2
p.m. today.

Accordingly (at 12 o’clock and 1
minute p.m.), the House stood in re-
cess.

—
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AFTER RECESS

The recess having expired, the House
was called to order by the Speaker pro
tempore (Mr. WOMACK) at 2 o’clock
p.m.

———

PRAYER

The Chaplain, the Reverend Patrick
J. Conroy, offered the following prayer:

Lord God of mercy, we give You
thanks for giving us another day.

Our Nation is singular and powerful
by the very fact that Congress begins
its workday with prayer, setting an ex-
ample for all students and workers of
this great land. It has done so from the
very beginnings of Congress itself.

By seeking Your presence and wis-
dom in moments of prayer each day, we
humbly lay before You our limitations
and our hopes. We display our openness
to Your creative light to guide us in
the decisions that must be made to
stay the course of government of Your
free people.

Hear the prayers of this people’s
House, and call each Member to moral
integrity and charitable, bipartisan po-
litical effort, that the course of govern-
ment might roll forward toward ad-
vancements of the common good of our
Nation.

May all that is done this day be for
Your greater honor and glory.

Amen.

————

THE JOURNAL

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
Chair has examined the Journal of the
last day’s proceedings and announces
to the House his approval thereof.

Pursuant to clause 1, rule I, the Jour-
nal stands approved.

——
PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Will the
gentleman from Pennsylvania (Mr.
THOMPSON) come forward and lead the
House in the Pledge of Allegiance.

Mr. THOMPSON of Pennsylvania led
the Pledge of Allegiance as follows:

I pledge allegiance to the Flag of the
United States of America, and to the Repub-
lic for which it stands, one nation under God,
indivisible, with liberty and justice for all.

————
HIGH TAXES DESTROY JOBS
(Mr. WILSON of South Carolina

asked and was given permission to ad-

dress the House for 1 minute and to re-
vise and extend his remarks.)

Mr. WILSON of South Carolina. Mr.
Speaker, today marks tax day, a day
when Americans must file their taxes.

The broken Tax Code is nearly 75,000
pages and has excessive regulations,
destroys jobs, and lacks certainty. The
tax bill is too high for hardworking
American families. This year Ameri-
cans will collectively spend more on
taxes than basic necessities like food,
clothing, and housing combined.

New ObamaCare taxes destroy jobs.
We must make the Tax Code fair and
simple to allow hardworking American
families and small businesses to keep
more of their hard-earned tax dollars.

That is why I am grateful to be an
original cosponsor of H.R. 27, Tax Code
Termination Act, which would retire
the old, burdensome Tax Code and re-
place it with a system that provides
tax relief for working Americans, pro-
tects the rights of taxpayers, elimi-
nates bias against saving, and creates
jobs.

I will continue to work in Congress
toward a commonsense solution that
creates a fair and simple Tax Code for
American families.

In conclusion, God bless our troops,
and may the President, by his actions,
never forget September 11th in the
global war on terrorism.

——
PARDON RAIF BADAWI

(Mr. MCGOVERN asked and was
given permission to address the House
for 1 minute and to revise and extend
his remarks.)

Mr. MCGOVERN. Mr. Speaker, I
stand today on behalf of Saudi Arabian
blogger Raif Badawi.

In 2014, Saudi Arabian authorities
sentenced Raif to 10 years in prison and
1,000 lashes for his liberal writings and
support for secularism. Today is Raif’s
1,425th day in prison. He has been pub-
licly flogged 50 times, and his wife and
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